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We, the undersigned, associate ourselves together as The National Progressive 
Republican League. 

The object of the League is the promotion of popular government and progressive 
legislation. 

Popular government in America has been thwarted and progressive legislation 
strangled by the special interests, which control caucuses, delegates, conventions, and 
party organizations; and, through this control of the machinery of government, dictate 
nominations and platforms, elect administrations, legislatures, representatives in 
Congress, United States Senators, and control cabinet officers. 

Under existing conditions legislation in the public interest has been baffled and 
defeated. This is evidenced by the long struggle to secure laws but partially effective for 
the control of railway rates and services, the revision of the tariff in the interest of the 
producer and consumer, statutes dealing with trusts and combinations, based on sound 
economic principles, as applied to modern industrial and commercial conditions; wise, 
comprehensive and impartial reconstruction of banking and monetary laws, the 
conservation of coal, oil, gas, timber, waterpowers, and other natural resources belonging 
to the people, and for the enactment of all legislation solely for the common good. 

Just in proportion as popular government has in certain states superseded the delegate 
convention system, and the people have assumed control of the machinery of 
government, has government become responsive the popular will, and progressive been 
secured. 

The Progressive Republican League believes that popular government is fundamental 
to all other questions. To this end it advocates: 

1. The election of United States Senators by direct vote of the people. 
2. Direct primaries for the nomination of elective officials. 
3. The direct election of delegates to national conventions with opportunity for the 

voter to express his choice for President and Vice-President. 
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4. Amendment to state constitutions providing for the Initiative, Referendum and 

Recall. 
5. A thoroughgoing corrupt practices act. 
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